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Contacts: 

Susan Juszkicwicz, The Academf of American Poets, (2.J2.) 274-0343, Ext. 12 

M6nica de la Torre , Mexic.an Cultural Institute of New York, (:i.12) 217-6422 

The Academy of American Poets and 
The Mexican Cultural Institute of New York present a 

Mexican-American Poets exchange 

New York, September 21, 1998-The Academy of American Poets and the Mexican Cultural 
Institute of New York are pleased to present two events at The New Schoo], 66 West 12th Street : 
"The New Generation of Mexican Poets " on October 22 and "Mexican Poetry Today: A Public 
Symposium" on October 24 . 

On Thursday, October 22, Mexican poets Alfonso D' Aquino, Francisco Hernandez, 
Pura L6pez Colome , Tedi Lopez Mills, Jose Luis Rivas, and Pedro Serrano will read from their 
work . American poets Forrest Gander, Judith Hall, Edward Hirsch, Harryette Mullen, Naomi 
Shihab Nye, and Alberto Rios will read English translations. The event begins at TOO P.M. in 
the Tish man Auditorium at The New School. Admission is s5.oo for the general public and 
free for Academy members with cards . 

On Saturday, October 24, American and Mexican poets and translators Forrest Gander, 
Edward Hirsch , Pura Lopez Colome , Tedi Lopez Mills, Naomi Shihab Nye, Alberto Rios, 
Roherlo Tejada, and Eliot Weinberger will discuss such topics as the relationship between 
Mc:xican and Mexican-American poetry; issues in Spanish-to- -English translation; and 
contemporary Mexican poetry. The event begins at 11:00 A.M. in the Orozco Room at 
The New School. Admission is free. 

These programs follow a series of readings in Mexico and Santa Fe, New Mexico, which are 
part of an artistic , intellectual, and cultural exchange that has been organized and sponsored 
hy The Academy of American Poets and the Mexican Cultural Institute of New York. 

The Mexican Cultural Institute is a not-for -profit organization wnose mission is to enhance 
a greater understanding in the United States of Mexico's culture, history, and public affairs. In 
collaboration with leading New York cultura] institutions, the Institute develops and cosponsors 
events that celebrate Mexico 's cultural heritage, as well as its contemporary artistic expressions. 

The Academy of American Poets was founded in 1934 to support American poets at all 
stages of their careers and to foster the appredation of contemporary poetry. The largest 
organization in the country dedicated specifically to the art of poetry, the Academy sponsors 
programs'nationally . These include the Academy Fellowship; the Tanning Prize; the Lenore 
Marshall Poetry Prize; the James Laughlin Award; the Walt \iVhitman Award; the Raiziss/ 
de Pakhi Translation Award; the Harold Morton Landon Translation Award; poetry prizes at 
nearly t6o colleges and un iversities; a national series of poetry readings and poets' re s= '" nci es; 



;. 

u._ I-14 - 1 '::f::J:::1 l 'i : 32 

MEXICAN POETS & TRANSLATORS 

ALI'ONSO o' AQUINO is a poet, translator, ;;nd essayut. His collections of poetry 
include Piedra no pie.dra (1992), Namnja Verd, (~996) , lnd Briznas (1997). 

PURA L6PEZ COLOME is a poet. e5sayisc, and translator . In 1992 she received the 
Translation Prize from Mexico's Minutry of Culture for her translations of Seamus 
Heaney. She has :iiso translated works by Samuel Beckett, H. D., Willia.m Gass, Philip 
Larkin, Edwin Muir, ~rank O'Hara, :md William Carlos Williams. She is the author o( 
Un cri~t11l err orro ( :990 ), Aurora (1991;), and T,m:mpme (1997). 

FRANc:1sco Ii ERNANDEZ remved the Premio Nacionillde Poesla Aguascalientes for 
his book Mar de fo.rido (1982) and the Premio de Poesia Carlos Pellicer for Habla 
Scardanelli ( 1991). He is also the author of En las pupila.s de/ qut regma (1991) :ind 
Moneda dt tres cams (1995). His most recent books are Pooi.i. Rtunida z974-1994 and 
Mascar611 de Prosa l l997 i . 

·rEDI t6rez MILLS 1s the managin~ editor of La Gaccta de! Fondo de Cultura 
fa:on6mica, in addition to bring a poet and translator . She is the author of Un lugar 
ajeno ( 1993) ai,d Glosas(1997). She has translated.among others, works by Robert Frost 
and Kenneth Rexmth. In 1998 she was awarded the lint annual O~tavio Paz Poetry 
Grant. 

rEDRO SERRANO iS a poet and translator. He is the author of t-.'/o l.-Olkctions of 

poetry , El miedo (19ll6 land Ignorancia (1994 ). He has translated Amiri Baraka, among 
other Amer ican poets . He is currently working on an anthology of new British poetry. 

JOSE LUIS RIVAS has been the ~ditor of the Fonda de Cultura EconJmka and the 
press of the Universidad de Veracruz. He recr:ived the Premio Nacional de Poesia 
Aguascalientes in 1986 for his book La tran.spart:ncia dei deseo: the Premio Xavier 
Villaurrut ia in 1990 for Brazos de mar and his translation of the Complete Poem5 by 
T. S. Eliot; and the 1990 CNCA/National Institute of Fine Am/Instituto Veracruzano 
<le Cultura for his translations in Four Meraphrsical British Potts. He has also trans­
lated works by Robert Lowell and Dertk Wakott. 

ROJU,RTO Tl!JAOA is an American-born poet, translator, and ~urator. He eciits 
Mandorla, a yearly journal in English and Spamsh of advanced p~try and poetics from 
the Americas. His poem "Honeycomb pufcc:tion of this form before me .. .'' was 
,elt"ctcd by Adri:mne Rich for The Best Amencan Poetry 1996. He edited En algun otro 
/ado: Mixic.o en 111 pMsia de leng11a inglesa (1992), an anthology of twentieth-century 
poem~ rendered by North Amtrican and British writers, engaging Mexico as a cultural 
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J\MERICAN POETS & TRANSLATORS 

FORREST GANDER, an Associate Professor of English at Providence College, is the 
;tUthor of Scitt1CI! c.1:-Srcepleflower (1998), Duds o_( Utmost Kindness (1994 j, Lynchburg 
( 1993) and Ru5h to rhe Lake ( 1988) and the editor of Mouth to Mouth: Poems by Twelve 
Contemporary Mexican Women /1993). He is also an editor at Lost Roads Publishers. 

JUDITH HALL is the author of Anatomy, Errata (1997) and T'7 Put a Mouth To ( 1992), 

which wa.~ selected l:>y Richard Howard for the National Poetry Series. Hu poems have 
appeart"d in The Ki!ny,m Rtvirw, Plo11ghsham, and The New Republic. She is the poetry 
editor of The Anrioch Review. 

EDWARD HIRSCH 1s the author of five volumes of poetry, including On Love (199il), 

Earthly Measure$ (1994 ), The Night Parade (1989), and \Vrld Gratirude (1986). He has 
received fellowships from the National Endowment for the Arts, the Ingram Merrill 
Foundation, :ind the Guggenheim Foundation. A professor at the University of 
Houston, Hirsch is also poetry editor of Doubl~Takc. 

HARRYE1'Tl! MULLEN teaches ,t UCLA. She is the author of several books of poetry, 
including Muse & Drudge (1995), s• PeRM"'~K•T (1991), and Tree Tall Woman (1981). 

An excerpt frorn Musi! & Drudge was selected by A. R. Ammons for inclusion in The 
B~$r ,4.merican Poetrv 1994. 

Nt\OMI SlflHAB NYE is a poet.songwriter, and singer. Ha books include F·ul (1998), 

Red S!iircase (1994), Yellow Gian (1986), and Hugging the Juktbox (1982), which was 
se!ecud for the N.itional Poetry Series. She has received awards from The Acaciemy of 
Amnican Poets, the lnternat1onal Poetry Forum, and the Te.xas Institute of Letters. 
5he is poetry editor of TI1c Taas Obscr-vcr. 

J\LBl!RTO Rios is a professor of English at Arizona State University. His books of 
poetrv includt Teodoro Luna's Two Kjsjes (1990), The Lim11 Orchard Woman (1988), and 
V{hispcring ro Fool the Wind (1981), which received the Walt Whitman Award from The 
Academy of American Poets. His other awards include fellowships from the National 
Endowment for th, Arts and the Guggenheim Foundation. His newest book is Tht 
lguana Kif/er : Tweivc Stori11s of rhe Heart 11998). 

[:LlOT wBINBERGliR 's books of prose include Writtw Reaciion (1996), Outside 
Stories (1992), Nineteen Ways of Looking at Wang Wei (with Octavio Paz, 1987), and 
Works on Papt1(191j6). He is the translator of more than a dozen books by Octavio Paz, 
in duding the Collected Poem$ 1957-1987 ( 1991), as well --~ works by Vicente Huidobro. 
Xavier ViUaurruti:i, .ind Jorge Luis Borges. In 1991 Weinbt"rger was named ,he lint 
rc:cepient of PEN'~ Gregory Kolovakos Award for his work in promoting Hispanic 
litc:rJture in the United States. 
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and the American Poets Fund and the Atlas Fund, which provide financial assistance to poets 
and non-commercial publishers of poetry, respectively. The Academy also coordinates 
National Poetry Month (April), an annual celebration of the richness and vitaJity of American 
poetry, and maintains the liveliest and most comprehensive poetry site on the World Wide 
Web at www.poets .org . 

The Academy of American Poets• 584 Broadway, Suite 1208, New York, NY 10012 
(212) 274-0343 Fax: (212) 274-9427•poets@artswire.org•http://www.poets.org 
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